Results
The spawning place of Anguilla Japonica Temminck et Shlegel is unknown because a total of only 110 specimens of A. Japonica leptocephali have ever been caught.1) During the cruise of the T. V. Keiten-Maru of Kagoshima University, 21 leptocephali of A. japonica were caught,2) which included the smallest specimen (19.5mm TL) ever collected. Although the size was still too large to determine the spawning place of this species, considering that the size at hatching is about 3mm TL,3,4) valuable information about the spawning time can be gained from age determination using the otoliths of these specimens.
Tsukamoto5) and Umezawa et al.6) validated the deposition rate of otolith increments in A. japonica elvers and laboratory-reared preleptocephali, respectively.
The leptocephali caught in the open sea7) and the glass eels collected in-shores8-11) were aged in daily precision to know the spawning season, the growth rate and the time required for oceanic migration.
However, the amount of information on the early life history of this species is still lacking.
The objectives of this study were to determine the ages of A. japonica leptocephali and to estimate their birth dates and growth rates. 
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